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CHAPTER   V The Historical Kavya
•* History," says Macdonell, "is the one weak spot in Indian Literature: It is in fact non-existent." Although it is true that Sanskrit Literature has only a very few works of historical value, it is certainly an over-statement to say that history is non-existent. The conspicuous absence of the historical spirit among ancient Indian writers is due to their outlook on life which made them look upon the worldy achievements of man as transient and therefore not worth recording. The intensely religious background of their culture taught them to direct their attention more to the life beyond death than to their exploits in this world. Inspite of their indifference to chronology and chronicling, the early Vedic hymns contain references to the ancient clans and their wars. In the Puranas are concealed, amidst all mythological stories, frequent references of historical value. In the age of court epics, poets gratified their patrons by means of eulogistic allusions or suggestive references to them. It is said that Kalidasa's description of Raghu's military campaign was meant to glorify the achievements of the Guptas and the Setubandha is said to commemorate the building of a historic bridge by king Pravarasena of Kashmir. The Kavya Inscriptions go a step further and they are actual panegyrics on kings as they extol in verse and prose certain specific exploits or benevolent acts of the rulers. Among such inscriptions may be mentioned the Girnar and the Nasik Inscriptionshe 12th century A. D.
